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Why logistics investors should turn
their attention to Southern Europe
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In the tension field between crisis
resilience, economic competitiveness,
digitalisation and sustainability, the
logistics industry is undergoing a
dynamic transformation. Coping with
rising complexity is a major challenge,
but one that offers opportunities
due to the rising value of logistics
services and the resulting need for
infrastructure. The acceleration of
change complemented by the catch-up
potential, seen in Southern Europe,
offers opportunities for successful
long-term investment strategies;
particularly for managers that can
navigate complexity, bring together
experience and harness a holistic
approach to realise significant
upside potential.
These challenges also represent an
enormous opportunity. Logistics is
transforming from a pure service
provider to a central and extremely
valuable building block within global
economy. By further integrating logistics
innovations into all areas of the value
chains, it will be possible to make
processes significantly more efficient.
It is worth noting that with such
opportunities comes risk. This has been
painfully demonstrated in the recent
past. Disruptions in the supply and
value chains exposed the vulnerabilities
within the global economic system.
As the megatrends of globalisation,
digitalisation and the urgent need to
focus on sustainability continue, crisisresistant logistics have become vital
to strengthening economic and social
development.
These fundamental conditions have
already led to a huge increase in investor
interest to related areas. Additionally,
the pandemic has acted as a catalyst to
accelerate developments in the long term.
Together with rising uncertainty due to a
resurgence of protectionist trade models
and geopolitical tensions, the holistic

Logistic drivers in European comparison (Index Europe = 100)1

Logistics drivers in European comparison (Index Europe=100)

– 200

E-Commerce turnover
2020-F2025

GDP growth
F2022

600
500

Spain

Italy

Portugal

Europe

The southern European markets of Spain, Italy and Portugal, for
example, still offer considerable catch-up potential compared to
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year. The lack of supply in the markets,
has yet to impact rental prices but offers
significant upside potential. Developers
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with strong local knowledge and
networks continue to have opportunities
to realise new developments and
create highly attractive investment
opportunities while strengthening the
economic resilience and sustainability
of the industry. The development
of new modern buildings offers the
opportunity to profit from these strong
fundamentals.
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region was successively expanded.
Thanks to the secured pipeline,
investors have direct access to
lucrative investment properties in
these very fast-growing markets.
Our specialised team in Madrid
and Hamburg have more than 85
years of experience in the logistics
industry with a development and
acquisition track record of > EUR 700
million. Especially with the reference
to green logistics buildings, which
are absolutely in the focus of
potential tenants, investors can
additionally benefit from in-house
synergies, which are characterised3
by high expertise in the areas of
renewable energies and energy
efficiency.

